Wine Spectator, at

Wine Spect

Pl 15 50 =
Page 1-2

Reds fare better than whites as France’s Loire Valley struggles in 201

poiled by the outstanding vintages of 2009 and 2010,
fans of Loire Valley wines may be slightly disappainted
to come back to earth with the good, but irregular,
versions from 2011.

This long and sprawling region, capable of produc-
ing fresh, minerally whites from Sauvignon Blanc and Chenin
Blanc in top vintages, instead delivered a crop of generally soft,
diffuse whites in 2011. With producers hampered by difficult
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weather, and with strict sorting critical to achieving quality, yields
are also down from previous vintages.

Though less prominent than the whites, Loire reds fared better in
2011. Cabemnet Franc, the middle Loire’s leading red variety, shrugged
off some late-season rains thanks to its thick skin. But in general,
consumers will need to proceed with caution when selecting 2011
Loire wines as they arrive on U.S. shores. Snatching up any remain-
ing or late-release 2010s presents a much better alternarive,
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